
Cyndi Lamm – Mayoral Candidate
1. The City is a large and complex organization; tell us about your experience and how it has 
prepared you to successfully manage city operations. 
My experience over the years includes event coordination, business development, classroom instruction, 
and trial work, each of which involves managing a number of moving parts to reach a pre-determined 
goal.  My work with the legislature and as a clerk at the Nebraska Supreme Court has further prepared 
me to identify issues, hear all sides, and exercise analytical skills needed for smooth operations. Finally, 
my experience as a current city council member has helped give me the knowledge of city workings that 
will be critical to decisions I make as Mayor. As is my practice, I have dug deep into every budget, and 
thoroughly researched each issue that has come before the city council. I have worked with constituents, 
business and educational interests in the community to resolve issues and develop plans that will benefit 
the city and have offered alternatives where I saw it necessary. 
  

2. Lincoln is a growing and vibrant community with citizens engaged in varied interests and pursuits; how will you bring 
disparate groups together to build consensus? How will you as Mayor set a standard for civility? 
The most important criteria for civil discourse and valid consensus are building trust and making sure each participant in a decision feels 
valued and heard.  As Mayor I will facilitate an open book, open door, and open minded environment.  My office will be accessible to 
residents and businesses from every part of the city and from every background.  I will hold a town hall meeting in each city council 
district each year and bring the Mayor’s office to the people to hear the voices of those affected by decisions at city hall.  
 
As part of a large group of siblings who span the entire spectrum of the political and religious scales, interacting with differing views 
has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember.  Being a successful lawyer has often involved the same skill set.  I am prepared 
to listen and apply the principles and skills developed as I serve the residents of Lincoln in developing and implementing agreed upon, 
worthwhile goals.  Even if we do not agree on a particular issue, I will be open and listen to the concerns of all involved.   

3. How will you as Mayor set the Legislative priorities of the City of Lincoln? Would you envision working with City Council 
members and giving them a voice in this process?
 Yes, setting legislative priorities for the city should necessarily be built around how to best serve its residents.  City Council members 
hear the most from constituents and can therefore speak to the importance of certain issues.  I will work with City Council members to 
involve their input on formation of the budget and Legislative priorities. There will be no surprises about proposals from the Mayor’s 
Office under my administration.  Instead, the city council will be involved and informed early in important processes so that we can work 
together to make sure we are addressing the priorities of the city.
 
4. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended an increase in the local option sales tax to help finance Lincoln’s 
streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the proposed quarter-cent sales tax increase? 
I personally oppose this tax increase; however, if approved by Lincoln voters, I am committed to honoring their intent that the funds be 
spent on roads, giving primary focus to repair and maintenance of the residential roads that are in such great disrepair.  
 
I believe tax increases should always be a last resort after every other option is explored. Lincoln residents pay the highest wheel tax in 
the state and the city receives tens of millions of dollars from other Federal and state resources. I believe it has not been the available 
resources, but ineffectively prioritizing allocation of those resources that has caused the current status of our roads.  I believe we have 
the money we need to solve the issues right now and that with the proper priority setting; we can fix the problem we currently face. For 
a long time, less than $3 million of the $19 million we receive from the wheel tax goes to residential roads. A delay of large, expensive 
transportation ideas such as the 14th & Warlick double-tiered roundabout would free up enough funding to address many immediate 
issues city-wide.  I made such a motion in August of 2018 when it was already apparent more resources needed to be directed to streets 
city-wide.  I continue to believe that we must do a better job of prioritizing our current funding. 

5. The City receives approximately $.16 of every dollar a city property owner pays in property taxes. What action would 
you take given the double-digit increase in proposed residential property valuations? 
The city already has a budget in place for 2019-2020.  That budget was created to meet the city’s needs without use of any of windfall 
created by increased valuations.  As a member of the city council in 2017, I proposed returning the windfall to the taxpayers. As a candidate 
for Mayor, I have proposed reducing the levy rate so that the taxpayers could keep the extra money they would be required to pay for 
property taxes under the new valuations.  Similarly, the Nebraska Legislature recently passed and Governor Ricketts signed LB 103. This 
requires any windfall caused by valuation increases to be returned to taxpayers unless there is a full public hearing and a vote by the 
governing body to keep the money. This is a much more fair and honest way to handle increased revenue caused by increased valuations.
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6. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in? 
I will work to reduce  the red-tape and time delays that make developing and building more expensive at the front end of projects, 
encourage a culture of “how can we help” move new and innovate projects forward and I will work to reduce the tax burden on our 
hard-working residents and businesses. It seems that every challenge we have faced has been addressed with another new tax or fee. 
I would listen to suggestions, encourage dialogue, and implement ways the city can help growth happen in a more fiscally responsible 
manner.
 
7. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from internet sales tax collections. What should the City of Lincoln do 
with the additional revenues? 
My three priorities for additional revenue would be: roads construction and maintenance, reducing our pension shortfall and other debt 
service obligations, and if possible, returning money to the taxpayers in the form of property tax relief. 
  
8. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new businesses and employees? 
The City’s role should create and foster an environment that provides maximum opportunity for new, innovative entrepreneurs and 
growth of our existing business community.  This must begin with the city being willing to invite new businesses to compete for city
contracts. We must work to improve the condition of our roads, traffic flow, and infrastructure. We also need to make sure our tax 
burden is competitive with those cities where we compete for workforce, new business and jobs. Finally, the city needs to reconsider 
and rework policies, including zoning policies that stand in the way of free enterprise or make it more expensive. 
  
9.  What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community? 
We have great opportunity to lead the way in technology if we act quickly and will take steps to invite and utilize available technology as 
well as willingly embrace future opportunities. Our residents and businesses should have greater access to cutting edge technology that 
will expand individual and business horizons.   
 
As Mayor, I will direct that a technology plan for city hall be developed, utilizing and leveraging the amazing talent Lincoln has coming 
out of the University of Nebraska and Raikes School.  Under my direction, the city will work to integrate city technology needs, as well as 
reach out to develop a productive relationship with those providers that are willing to make major investment in Lincoln to bring us “up 
to speed” with 5G technology and beyond.


