
1. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended an increase in the local option sales 
tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the proposed 
quarter-cent sales tax increase?   
 Yes, I support it and will vote for it. 42% of roads in Lincoln need rehabilitation or reconstruction. We 
currently have a significant gap in funding to meet this need. It’s important that we use this funding to 
reinvest in our neighborhoods and to attract and retain businesses. However, once on the council I hope 
to find ways to maintain our streets without future tax increases.

2. The City receives approximately $.16 of every dollar a city property owner pays in property 
taxes. What action would you take given the double-digit increase in proposed residential 
property valuations?
 The city and the county need to work more closely together regarding taxes and administrative services. 

While I support the sales tax increase, that can be seen as another blow against working families right after a significant jump in tax 
valuations. We need to partner to make sure there is a long term city-county revenue plan. Second, we should look for efficiencies in 
administrative services between the city and county; identify duplicative efforts and share resources where it is prudent. My work as 
the Vice President of the Lincoln-Lancaster Board of Health gives me the experience working with the county to accomplish this.

3. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in?
 First, we need to encourage new construction of housing of all kinds - market rate, multi-family, and single family homes. More housing 
units means more mobility, which means lower cost to renters and homebuyers. 
 
Second, we need to find a way to target more TIF dollars to encourage housing to be built outside of the downtown core, especially of 
so-called starter homes.
 
Last, we must find ways to hold the line on tax increases. Property taxes are a significant part of housing affordability. I was glad to see a 
freeze on impact fees included in the sales tax proposal; those taxes on new development can increase the cost of housing.

4. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from internet sales tax collections. What should the City of Lincoln do 
with the additional revenues? 
 We should invest that money in infrastructure. Investing in our roads, sewers, and quality of life improvements like sideways and 
development of business districts(like the Havelock, Bethany, and Upco business districts) creates conditions for business growth and 
success. These improvements will also keep Lincoln attractive for young professionals and attractive to new businesses. 

5. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new businesses and employees?
 The city should be clear that we are open for business, and support retention of existing businesses and make us an attractive location 
for startups, new branches, and relocations. Lincoln’s record low unemployment rate is a point of pride for our city, we need to maintain 
that level of excellence by attracting and maintaining a diversity of businesses across the city.

6. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community?
Support start-ups, retain our graduates and local talent, and partner with the private sector. Companies like Hudl and Spreetail are Lincoln 
start-up success stories. By supporting business incubators and keeping a friendly environment for new business growth, we encourage 
innovation from the ground up. 

Retaining young talent, especially highly skilled graduates of universities and technical programs, is also critical. Keeping housing 
affordable and our entertainment options attractive to young professionals will help us retain a talented workforce. Too often, these 
young people move away at the start of their careers, returning later to start families. Let’s keep these folks here and let them drive 
innovation in our city.

Last, we need to do a better job of partnering with the private sector. Government by its nature moves slowly; listening to our private 
sector constituents and partners is crucial to driving change.
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