
Tammy Ward – District 4
1. The Citizens Transportation Coalition recommended an increase in the local option sales 
tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the proposed 
quarter-cent sales tax increase?  
 Yes. I support the one-quarter cent sales tax increase to improve Lincoln’s streets. The sales tax option is 
the most equitable solution to fund the much-needed improvements and maintenance of our streets. This 
is especially true given that an estimated 30% of the funds will come from out-of-town visitors who use 
our streets. 
 
2. The City receives approximately $.16 of every dollar a city property owner pays in property 
taxes. What action would you take given the double-digit increase in proposed residential 
property valuations? 
 I’m also a property owner so understand when people are distressed over their valuation increases. I 

grew up on a farm and have family who still farms and personally understand the ramifications of property tax increases very well. Having 
said that, before I would agree to lower the property tax rate, I would want a working knowledge of the full budget. I believe it will be 
important to take an in-depth look at the entire budget for the City in order to determine top priorities. I believe we should also identify 
areas where funding may have been reduced or eliminated and determine if it is appropriate or possible to revisit those budget needs for 
reconsideration.   

3. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in? 
 To keep Lincoln a city where people want to live and work, we must also find solutions to our affordable housing problem. I will work 
with NeighborWorks,  the Lincoln Housing Authority, South of Downtown Community Development Organization, and other organizations 
to provide adequate clean, safe housing for all of our citizens. I would also take a look at ways to make access to childcare more affordable 
for all Lincoln residents. I believe that making housing and childcare more accessible and affordable, the city will retain and attract more 
young people which will be a key factor to continuing our City’s growth.  
 
4. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from internet sales tax collections. What should the City of Lincoln do 
with the additional revenues?  
Again, I would want the full budget picture for the City in order to determine what the City may do with any additional revenues. I believe 
it is also very important to increase reserve funds whenever possible. 
 
 
5. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new businesses and employees? 
Since announcing my candidacy last fall, my number one priority has been to continue the strong economy Lincoln has enjoyed. This 
includes workforce development and attracting and keeping young professionals living and working in Lincoln. Those goals can best be 
accomplished by working together, and I believe it is what makes Lincoln different from other cities.  
During my campaign, I have reached out to have conversations with developers, neighborhood associations, Republicans, Democrats and 
Independents. The strength of our City is the ability to work together to solve problems and keep Lincoln moving forward.  
 
6. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community? 
Throughout my career in public service,  I have been a strong advocate for public-private partnerships to tackle issues and get things 
done. I believe our City can greatly benefit from these kinds of partnerships. I will work toward building strong public-private partnerships 
to engage both the city government and private businesses in the process of moving Lincoln forward. 
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