
Colten Zamrzla – District 3
1. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended an increase in the local option sales 
tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the proposed 
quarter-cent sales tax increase?
This is for Lincolnites to decide, and I won’t try to persuade on how to vote. However, the better discussion 
to be having is: why do we need an additional sales tax for streets when we already have wheel taxes, 
registration fees, and motor vehicle taxes? The core issue here is not a lack of funding, but rather a lack of 
prioritization of funding. The taxpayers deserve accountability from their elected officials and transparency 
for their tax dollars, and when only 30% of our Wheel Tax dollars are directly going to our roads—the 
remainder is getting caught up in side projects and salaries—I think these are the issues that need to be 
addressed. 
 
2. The City receives approximately $.16 of every dollar a City property owner pays in property 
taxes. What action would you take given the double-digit increase in proposed residential 
property valuations?

The City should not extract more of our money because of the revaluations. The City has already set its budget for 2018-2020, and that 
budget did not include this revaluation increase—the property tax levy should be decreased to match the unpredicted ‘windfall’, making 
it net neutral. Further, citizens should demand that their school board members do the same since Lincoln Public Schools receive about 
$.66 per dollar of property tax!
 
3. What strategies would you pursue to keep the City affordable to live in? 
Keeping a balanced budget that proactively plans for future foreseeable expenses (E.g. road repairs, emergency response radio systems, 
etc.) will keep taxes in-check, avoiding unnecessary tax increases. Secondly, affordable housing needs to be on the City’s radar, which 
ultimately comes down to having enough supply for the demand. Thus, the City should work towards efficiency and reducing prohibitive 
government regulation to spur development. Finally, the City must be a good steward of the tax dollars collected, making sure the City is 
being efficient in their spending.
 
4. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from internet sales tax collections. What should the City of Lincoln do 
with the additional revenues?  
I think the online sales tax is great, as it evens the playing field for brick-and-mortar retail locations here in Lincoln. And with the online 
sales tax effectively being the same sales tax now mandatory for online sales, these dollars should go to the same place: the general fund. 
Perhaps with this extra tax revenue, we can fix the streets—and keep them fixed—and start working towards fully funding the Police & 
Firefighter Pension.
 
5. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new businesses and employees? 
The City of Lincoln needs to be a gracious host and a useful partner for businesses. As a gracious host, the City would have a firm grasp on 
infrastructure, public safety, and core quality-of-life services that will attract employees. As a useful partner, the City would minimize ‘red 
tape’ and other prohibitive regulations, and strive to always provide swift, courteous service; these will attract business investments.
 
6. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community? 
The first thing would be to reduce the fees for installing 5G ‘small-cell’ wireless technology. The current fee is $1,995 annually per device, 
which is astronomically higher than comparative cities and stymying our technological growth and innovation as a City. Further, I would 
advocate for a rehaul on the City’s e-bid process, providing more competition and more transparency in the bidding process for City 
projects. Another priority will be to work on rezoning and modifying building codes to allow for ‘tiny homes’, currently illegal in Lincoln. 
Lastly, as a millennial, I have an affinity for technology and I’ll actively seek innovation from technological advancements, big and small.
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