
1. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended an increase in the local option sales
tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the proposed
quarter-cent sales tax increase?
I do support the quarter cent sales tax increase for street improvements and road maintenance. This will
allow the City to focus on residential and existing arterials throughout the city and to economically repair
street versus the more costly replacement. We know that 30% of the sales tax in our City is paid by those
who reside outside our city but use our roads. Maintaining our infrastructure is essential to growing our
economy and touches every aspect of our daily lives.

2. The City receives approximately $.16 of every dollar a city property owner pays in property
taxes. What action would you take given the double-digit increase in proposed residential
property valuations?
We need to act prudently in carefully determining if we are meeting our revenue projections for our

budget. Our actual sales tax receipts are running about 1.5% behind our budgeted projections. This is a concern. I am proud to have 
earned a reputation of being a good fiscal steward during my time on the County Board and my first term on City Council. I reduced our 
property tax rate when our budget and projected expenses were addressed and I will do so in the future. The property tax rate in the 
city is now lower than when I was elected and this is with the hiring of 12 new police officers and 15 new firefighters and purchasing 
additional fire equipment. 

3. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in?
First of all, we need to commit to reinvesting and safeguarding the quality of life in our City and the livability of neighborhoods that will 
continue to attract and retain families and young professionals. This in turn will help grow our tax base. We managed to reinvest in our 
community by sensibly and responsibly and creatively using finance tools such as Certificates of Participation -COPS, Energy Saving 
Companies--ESCOs and utilizing public/private partnerships that improve and keep affordable to families of all incomes our libraries, 
parks, pools and trails. Second, we need to ensure that housing is affordable to retain and attract the workforce to our city by using a 
variety of tools to reduce the current deficiency in affordable housing. Such tools should include incentive funding like tax increment 
financing, funding for low to no interest loans to encourage rehab of existing housing, sales tax credits, impact feed credits, community 
land trusts and to partner with organizations like Neighborworks, Habitat for Humanity and South of Downtown Community Develop-
ment Organization for other joint solutions.

4. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from internet sales tax collections. What should the City of Lincoln do 
with the additional revenues?
I would like to see the sales tax from internet sales directed to our general funds the same way as we currently apply our sales tax 
receipts and left up to the municipality to use in the normal course of budgeting. There can never be any doubt that our priority will 
continue to focus on public safety and our roads.

5. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new businesses and employees?
We must continue to be a forward-thinking community that supports policies and partnerships that make Lincoln a great place to live, 
work, start a business, and raise a family. We do this by supporting current and future initiatives that create entertainment and arts 
districts like the Haymarket and the support of companies that invest in the redevelopment of downtown. We must continue to support 
and sustain our neighborhood development initiatives that create an attractive place for families and small businesses. And finally, 
continue to advocate for legislation that ends discrimination in the workplace based on sexual orientation and gender identification. 
This will provide the consistent and uniform protections to help us retain and attract a diverse workforce to our city and state.

6. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community?
Besides being a champion of economic growth, job retention and job creation I will promote our city as an affordable place for start-ups 
and entrepreneurs, embrace our enormous potential of renewable energy with solar and wind projects, and expand our recycling and 
sustainability initiative. I will celebrate our diversity as a strength and a selling point in growing our dynamic economy. We have been 
nationally recognized as leading the way with our quality of life, career opportunities and innovation. Our success did not happen in a 
vacuum but because we elect leaders who believe in coalition building by engaging and collaborating with the business community and 
civic leaders focused on creating the best community for all our citizens.
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